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THE HISTORY

John Cloete (born 8 September 1909), was a highly successful entrepreneur and academic who authored several academic books.  He wrote his first book at the age of 30, called the 

“Johannesburg Stock Exchange”.  It was the first book ever to be written on the Exchange and was used by The Johannesburg Stock Exchange and Universities for years as a form of reference.  He also wrote “The Transfer of Shares”, and 

“South African Company Secretarial Practice”.

In 1949, John Cloete bought the five acres of land (now known as Stonehaven) for his father, Peter Emilé Cloete.  When his father passed away a year later, he inherited the land.

In 1956 John Cloete and his wife Sarah (neé Mackie) decided to move from their home in Cape Town to develop the land, which they called Stonehaven On Vaal, into their own family estate.  

John and Sarah called the property this name because their home was built on stone and wherever one dug in the garden, there was stone!  And it was the family’s haven.

John and Sarah Cloete built their large home with an interleading cottage for Sarah’s parents, Tom and Mary Mackie.  The whole family lived at Stonehaven with their son Peter and daughters Shirley and Rosemary.

In the 1950’s local town folk thought it was strange to want to live on the banks of the Vaal River, when one could rather live in town with electricity and municipal water.  Stonehaven had it’s own generator for electricity and for drinking water – a natural fresh water well.

Stonehaven was a very happy home for the Cloete family with much entertaining, Sunday boating on their cruiser “The Vagabond”, and a lively household.  

It was a very special home to grow up in.

The Cloete’s lived happily at Stonehaven until the end of 1980, when John Cloete passed away.  The property remained a residence up until the 8th December 1994, when it was then opened to guests and transformed into a River Estate that all families can now enjoy 

– just as the Cloete Family so enjoyed.

Stonehaven is now owned by John Cloete’s youngest daughter – Rosemary, along with her husband Rex Anderson and children John, Storm and Sarah-Stone.

www.stonehaven.co.zo 
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